
Seeing Dallas in Data:
An Introduction to
Open Data in DFW

Instructor: Richard Dunks
 

Follow along at: http://bit.ly/intro-open-data

See the code at: http://bit.ly/intro-open-data-code
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A Few Ground Rules
Step up, step back
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A Few Ground Rules
Step up, step back
Be curious and ask questions!
Assume noble regard and positive intent
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A Few Ground Rules
Step up, step back
Be curious and ask questions!
Assume noble regard and positive intent
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A Few Ground Rules
Step up, step back
Be curious and ask questions!
Assume noble regard and positive intent
Respect multiple perspectives
Listen deeply
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A Few Ground Rules
Step up, step back
Be curious and ask questions!
Assume noble regard and positive intent
Respect multiple perspectives
Listen deeply
Be present (phone, email, social media, etc.)
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Introduce Yourself to Your Neighbor
Who are you?
What brings you here today?
Tell us about when a statistic surprised you
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Goals for today
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Goals for today
Practice working with open data
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Goals for today
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Provide some background on open data

Seeing Dallas in Data: An Introduction to Open Data in DFW

Introduction to Open Data by Richard Dunks is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 13 / 87

http://www.datapolitan.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Goals for today
Practice working with open data
Provide some background on open data
Discuss the main elements of open data
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Goals for today
Practice working with open data
Provide some background on open data
Discuss the main elements of open data
Show some meaningful uses of open data
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So Let's Work with Some Open Data
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Some DFW Open Data Portals
City of Arlington
City of Dallas
City of Denton
City of Fort Worth
City of Garland
City of Irving
City of McKinney
City of Richardson
State of Texas
North Central Texas Council of Governments
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What did you think about this experience?

How would you now de�ne "open data"?
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De�nition of Open Data

“  Open data is data that can be
freely used, shared and built-on by
anyone, anywhere, for any purpose

- Open Knowledge International
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Key Features of Open Data
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Key Features of Open Data
Availability and access
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Key Features of Open Data
Availability and access
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Key Features of Open Data
Availability and access
Reuse and redistribution
Universal participation
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Bene�ts of Open Data
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Bene�ts of Open Data
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Bene�ts of Open Data
Transparency
Releasing social and commercial value
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Bene�ts of Open Data
Transparency
Releasing social and commercial value
Participation and engagement
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Open Data Concerns
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Open Data Concerns
Privacy (PII and the Mosaic E�ect)
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Open Data Concerns
Privacy (PII and the Mosaic E�ect)
Accuracy
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Open Data Concerns
Privacy (PII and the Mosaic E�ect)
Accuracy
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5 MIN BREAK
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Let's Pick One of the Datasets and Explore It
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What is Analysis?
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What is Analysis?

‘  “Analysis is simply the pursuit of
understanding, usually through
detailed inspection or comparison”

- Carter Hewgley, Senior Advisor for Family &
Homeless Services, Department of Human Services,
District of Columbia
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Your Turn
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Your Turn
Select a dataset of your own or continue working with
this dataset
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Your Turn
Select a dataset of your own or continue working with
this dataset
Find a story in the data that you want to share (should be
interesting to you)
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Your Turn
Select a dataset of your own or continue working with
this dataset
Find a story in the data that you want to share (should be
interesting to you)
Be prepared to share your story with the group
I'm here to help
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Your Turn
Select a dataset of your own or continue working with
this dataset
Find a story in the data that you want to share (should be
interesting to you)
Be prepared to share your story with the group
I'm here to help
Have fun
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Presentations
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Wrap-up
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What We've Covered
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What We've Covered
What is Open Data
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What We've Covered
What is Open Data
Some DFW Open Data Portals
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What We've Covered
What is Open Data
Some DFW Open Data Portals
What else?
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What can be done with open data?
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Examples
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Examples
Living Lots NYC (formerly 596 Acres)
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Examples
Living Lots NYC (formerly 596 Acres)
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Examples
Living Lots NYC (formerly 596 Acres)
Twitter NYC: A Multilingual City
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Examples
Living Lots NYC (formerly 596 Acres)
Twitter NYC: A Multilingual City
NYC Taxis: A Day in the Life
theMap.io - Robert Mundinger
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Some Things I've Done with Open Data
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Some Things I've Done with Open Data
UN Comtrade Visualization
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Some Things I've Done with Open Data
UN Comtrade Visualization
Rudin Center Job Access
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Final Thoughts
Data can tell a story, but doesn't speak for itself

Seeing Dallas in Data: An Introduction to Open Data in DFW

Introduction to Open Data by Richard Dunks is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 82 / 87

http://www.datapolitan.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Final Thoughts
Data can tell a story, but doesn't speak for itself
Some data is better than no data, but good data is better
than bad data

Seeing Dallas in Data: An Introduction to Open Data in DFW

Introduction to Open Data by Richard Dunks is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 4.0 International License. 83 / 87

http://www.datapolitan.com/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Final Thoughts
Data can tell a story, but doesn't speak for itself
Some data is better than no data, but good data is better
than bad data
PDFs are where data goes to die
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Thank You!
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Contact Information
Email me
Check out my website
Connect on Twitter
Connect on LinkedIn
Follow us on Instagram
Follow us on Eventbrite to learn about workshops
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Feedback
Please take a moment to let us know what you think
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